Attorney General Josh Stein’s Work to End the Backlog

Attorney General

Josh Stein

AG Stein announced the results of
the State Crime Lab’s audit, which
found a backlog of 15,000
untested sexual assault kits
located across the state. AG Stein

AG Stein announced the launch of
a new statewide sexual assault kit
tracking system that marks all new
sexual assault evidence collection
kits with a tracking barcode. It will

AG Stein, joined by bill sponsors
Sens. Warren Daniel, Danny Britt,
and Floyd McKissick and Reps.
Jamie Boles, Mary Belk, Billy

Law Enforcement agencies across
the state renewed efforts to test
untested kits. Fayetteville,
Durham, Winston-Salem,

asked the Legislature to create a
working group, fund kit testing,
and fund a tracking system.

prevent a backlog from occurring
in the future by allowing survivors
and others to track these kits.

Richardson, and Carson, unveiled
the Standing Up for Rape Victims
Act, or Survivor Act to test older
kits and prevent future backlogs.

Wilmington, and Asheville led the
way in their efforts to send
untested kits to the Crime Lab.

Efforts to Test Kits
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1 Jun. 25, 2018 l

Oct. 4, 2018

Jan. 29, 2019

Sept. 19, 2019

Feb. 2, 2018

Obtained Legislative

Approval

AG Stein obtained approval from
the Legislature to begin kit tracking
and start a working group.
However, attempts to secure
funding from the Legislature were
unsuccessful.

Oct. 4, 2018

Awarded SAKI Grant

Funding

AG Stein announced $2 million in
grant funding from the US DOJ’s
Bureau of Justice Assistance
Sexual Assault Kit Initiative (SAKI)
to test untested kits.

Jan. 29, 2019

Crime Commission

Funding

AG Stein announced $2 million in
grant funding from the Governor’s
Crime Commission to test
untested kits.

Jan.-Sept., 2019

Survivor Act Signed Into

Law

After passing the House and
Senate unanimously on Sept. 16,
Gov. Roy Cooper signed the
Survivor Act into law.




